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How to use these materials

Common prayer fits perfectly with the theme: Building Connections; Growing Together. As outlined in 
Horizons of Hope - Religious Dimensions (2017 edition, pp.8-9), private prayer, common prayer and 
liturgy are at the core of what it means to be a Catholic school community. Our connections with God, 
the praying community and with all of creation are built and strengthened by prayer.

For Family Week many schools plan a Grandparents/Carers, or Family Mass during school time. Other 
schools organise a paraliturgy simply within their classrooms or at Year-level Assemblies. Below 
you will find suggestions for Scripture readings, hymns, prayers and activities. These will assist your 
planning for either a liturgy or a paraliturgy. 

Where your local priest celebrates a Mass, discuss with him other ways in which the parish and school 
may work together to feature Family Week across both. Suggestions may be found here.
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Readings: 

Ephesians 6: 1-4 

Colossians 3: 12-17

Psalm 36: 7-8, 10

John 15: 12-17 (Love one another)

Luke 2: 41-52 (Jesus is lost in the Temple)

Prayers of the Faithful:

God of our days: Like a parent you forgive us, and like a child you love us. May we always love and 
forgive one another. Lord hear us 

ALL: Lord hear our Prayer

For all members of our families, that we may be a sign of God’s love to others. Lord hear us 

ALL: Lord hear our Prayer

For those who are separated from their families, that they may know the power of God’s protection 
and love. Lord hear us 

ALL: Lord hear our Prayer

For this community, may the faith and friendship we share help us to build strong connections that 
provide support and nourish each family to grow, in good and in difficult times. Lord hear us

ALL: Lord hear our Prayer

Father, may your love touch our lives and bring peace and unity to our families. 
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen

Readings and Prayers of the Faithful
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Blessing 1:

Leader: As family we are for one another, we are love and trial, strength and trouble. Even when far 
apart we belong to one another and in various ways we remember and pray for one another. Let us 
join now to give thanks to our God and to ask God’s blessing on each family gathered or represented 
here today.

Invite all present into sacred silence, calling into their mind and heart the image of a dearly loved 
family member. (Pause).

ALL: We give thanks for the bonds of love we share with these special people and for the many ways 
they have been the face, hands and voice of God in our lives.

ALL: Amen

May the God of hope fill you with every joy in believing.

ALL: Amen

May the peace of Christ abound in your hearts.

ALL: Amen

And may the Holy Spirit enrich you with his gifts now and forever.

ALL: Amen

Blessing 2:

May God the source of all patience and encouragement, enable us to live in harmony with one 
another, according to the spirit of Christ Jesus. 

ALL: Amen     

May the Lord make us overflow with love for one another and for all people. May God strengthen our 
hearts. 

ALL: Amen

As children of God, may we go now in peace to bring the love of God to everyone in our family.

ALL: Amen

Blessings
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Music:

• Christ be our light GA 404 & CWBII 540 : B Farrell

• Bread of Life, Hope of the World GA 199 & CWBII 459 : B Farrell

• Though the Mountains may fall GA 453 : D Schutte

• Eat this Bread (Taize) GA 205 & CWBII 484

• We are called GA 514 & CWBII 476 : D Haas

• We are many parts GA 523 M Haugen

• A New Heart for a New World GA 438 & CWBII 477 T Watts & M O’Brien

Suggested activities:

• Invite all attending to bring a donation for CatholicCare’s work with families in a time of crisis.

• Invite families and or children to bring or create a ‘special person’ picture/drawing to add to a wall 
of recognition in a place of prominence in the church, school or classroom.

• Highlight the diversity of family groups by a similar wall of recognition for ‘My Extended Family’ 
overlapped with country of ethnicity origin; i.e. Australia, India, Africa, etc.

• Allow family groups present to sit together.

• Have a small gift available for children to collect for their ‘special person’ i.e. a flower, something 
handmade, or a decorated blessing prayer card.

References used in this document

• Holy Bible, NRSV Catholic Edition, Catholic Bible Press, USA 1990

• Book of Blessings, ICEL, Catholic Book Publishing Corp, NY 1989 

• Celebrating with Children Volume 1 & 2, St Paul’s Publications, Australia 2012

• Prayers I Pray: An Australian Prayer Book for primary age children. M Commins RSM, St Paul’s 
Publications, Australia 2007

• Catholic Worship Book II, Morning Star Publishing, Australia 2016

• Gather Australia, GIA Publications, Melbourne 1995

Music and suggested activities
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